
TAHMINA RAHMAN
Address: Apt B2 Building 3,  House No 3 F Satmosjid Road West Dhanmondi Dhaka Bangladesh
E-mail: tahminarahman1617@gmail.com
Telephone: +880 17 1303-9669 (m)
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

1) Advisory Director, (Lead Access to Information and Digital Rights) SoMaSHTe (Society for Media and Suitable Human       Communication Techniques) (2020-till now).  Role includes advice and guidance for the growth of access to information and digital rights. Key achievements include fundraising from Counterpart International/USAID for the project UNMUKTO: Enhancing enabling space for online expression in Bangladesh  and implementation of the one year project as the Chief Technical Executive (CTE) January -December 2020; Key activities of the project included the establishment of a high profile parliamentary caucus, monitoring the implementation of the Digital Security Act (DSA), 2018, production of an agenda for reform on the DSA in consultation with parliamentarians, civil society and advocacy with lawmakers, state agencies and international community; providing digital safety training to journalists and NGO staff. (2022). 
2) General Secretary (2019 July —2020 June ) and Acting Executive Director. Ain-O Salish Kendra ( October – December 2019) Key responsibilities included standing in for the Executive Director while on leave, responsibilities included managing staff, programme and financial management and representation. Key achievement included fundraising  and managing the UNWOMEN project MAITREE: Promoting women’s participation in peace building and promoting social cohesion project to promote peace building amongst the Rohingya refugees and local communities,
3) Regional Director, ARTICLE 19 Bangladesh and South Asia (November 2011 – October 2018): Responsibilities included leading the growth and development of A19 Bangladesh and South Asia, formulation of country and regional strategies, development, fundraising and managing and the implementation of several projects including on online and offline  protection, freedom of religion and belief and gender based violence, financial management, strengthening A19’s presence and profile in Bangladesh, region and globally and impact of interventions. For a decade managed human rights projects speaking out as an advocate for the promotion of freedom of expression and the protection of journalists, social media communicators. Key outcomes: publication of ARTICLE 19’s flag-ship annual country reports on FoE in Bangladesh from 2012-2018, acceptance of the Bangladesh government of over twenty recommendations from Bangladesh Universal Periodic Report at the 3rd Cycle of the UPR Review; working the International office review of the Information and Communication Technology Act 2006 in Bangladesh and legal reforms to the draconian section 57 by the government as a result of our advocacy; organisation and review of the National Human Rights Commissions’ work in the region with Commissioners and civil society at a regional meeting held in Nepal; profiling the Rabat Plan of Action in Bangladesh at the OHCHR level with the international office; ensured the registration of the Bangladesh office for 10 years; and  two key achievements have been the MBE (Queen’s Honour’s List, 2017)  received by the RD in 2017 and the Franco-German Prize (2016) for Human Rights and Rule of Law. 
4) Country Director, ARTICLE 19 Bangladesh  (February 2008 – October 2011): Responsible for establishing and managing the Bangladesh country programme; Key Achievements: Lead and managed a four year DFID supported project on , “Access to Information for Greater Participation and Government Accountability” in partnership with CSOs media, government and donors. 
5) Deputy Programme Director, International Mobilisation Programme. Amnesty International, International Secretariat, London, UK  (November 2005- November 2007): Responsible for the provision of core services to all Amnesty sections, structures (s/s) and groups, as member of management team coordinating the design and implementation of mobilisation programme and managing a portion of the operational budget. Negotiated MoUs with Croatia and Ghana,
6) Research Programme Manager, Humanitarian Accountability Project, Cambodia (Delegate, International Federation of Red Cross) (July 2002-March 2003): Managed field research programme on agency accountability to beneficiaries and communities of humanitarian assistance. Key Achievements: Recruited, trained, managed a team of 20 national and international  researchers and represented HAP at various levels including the Cambodian government, international agencies working in the region, donors and academia.
7) Policy Adviser (Gender, Learning and Advocacy), Gender and Learning Team, Policy Department (Oxfam (Great Britain) (January, 1997 - March, 2000): Responsibilities included providing policy advice and support to corporate and country programme managers on the implementation of Oxfam’s policies on gender and development, learning and advocacy: Key Achievements: Supported strategic planning, programme reviews and evaluations in Bangladesh, Srilanka, Philippines, Tanzania and Mexico; Wrote policy papers on gender and poverty, humanitarian crisis and diversity, designed and facilitated workshops and meetings with country managers, regional adviser in developing the strategic business plans for South and  East Asia region, including Bangladesh and Philippines
8) Gender and Social Development Adviser, Department of Disaster and Humanitarian Assistance, Oxfam (Great Britain) (November 1994 - January 1997): Responsible for promoting learning and providing specialist advise and support to Oxfam teams and partners on rehabilitation projects and protection of women, children and vulnerable refugees, IDPs and disaster affected communities;  Key Achievements  (a) the evaluation of UNHCR funded Bhutanese Refugee Support Programme in Southeast Nepal with special focus on gender representation, protection and refugee participation issues; (b) Bangladesh Flood Relief and Rehabilitation Programme in Northern districts of Bangladesh. (c) Participatory review of Water, Sanitation and Health Education Programme for Rohingya Refugees from Myanmar in Bangladesh and a participatory survey on the status of protection of refugee women.

9) Macarthur Fellow Harvard University,  Center for Population and Development Studies , Boston MA, USA (September 1993 - July 1994):  Undertook research on women’s health and reproductive rights, allocation of resources for reproductive health programmes and developed and secured funding for a project on reproductive rights awareness of adolescent girls in the Ibadan province of Nigeria; Contributed to technical discussions to WEDO led NGO Coalition at the PrepComm meetings for the UN, ICPD Conference.
10) Law Associate Dr. Kamal Hossain & Associates, Dhaka (1987-1992):  Responsible for the firms practice on legal assistance to NGOs, advised on urban poor issues and represented: 80,000 residents of a Dhaka slum, facing illegal eviction activists, garment workers, union leaders and children detained under preventive detention laws; Secured Ford Foundation support for a project on women and children detainees in the prisons of Dhaka, with the Bangladesh National Women Lawyers Association (BNWLA).
EDUCATION

Research Fellowship (1994) 
McArther Fellow, School of Public Health, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass, USA.

LL.M. (Master of Laws) (1986)
School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London, UK.

LL.B. (Honours) (1985)

Department of Law, University of Dhaka. Bangladesh.
CONSULTANCIES
Lead Researcher and Editor: BLAST  (Investigating the implementation of the sexual harassment law in public universities using the right to information law ) (August 2021 -  June 2022): Lead and edited research and managed research team. 
Gender mainstreaming and Digital Rights Expert: World Wide Web Foundation, Women’s Right Online Report Card Bangladesh (Measuring  progress, driving action), 2020: Lead research in consultation with other national stakeholders on identifying concrete  steps that government can take in to address challenges and gaps identified.
Senior Consultant, CSW, Freedom of Religion and Belief (FoRB) and Rights of Religious Minorities and Belief (February-April 2019): Lead country wide 8 workshops in Bangladesh and authored final report;
Research Director/Consultant,  Institute of Governance Studies (IGS), BRAC University, Dhaka, Bangladesh (August 2007 -  January 2008): As member of the Leadership Team, responsible for the coordination of  research projects and programme; Key achievements: Lead and authored the publication , “Gap Analysis: A Status Review of the Implementation of the United Nations Convention Against Corruption”; 
Organisational Development Manager (Consultant)  Water Aid, Prince Consort House, 27-29 Albert Embankment, London SE 1 7UB (December 2004 - October 2005):  Responsible for coordinating and monitoring the rolling out of WA’s new corporate strategy across country programmes and UK departments. Key Achievements: Lead the development of a programme and policy strategy with senior and country managers; Lead a feasibility study for setting up of WA country operations in Pakistan; Supported the formulation of country strategic plans;
Lead Researcher (Consultant), Study on Status of Women in Iraq, Women for Women International. : (March  - April  2004): Managed and led research study on the Status of Women in Iraq Post-Regime Change, designed and developed Protocol and produced Final Report;
Accountability Adviser (Consultant) Humanitarian Accountability Partnership International (April -  August 2003) Researched and produced reports on lessons learned from HAP field programmes and developed tools and methodologies on humanitarian accountability; Organized and conducted training workshops on humanitarian accountability in Jordan, advocacy for HAP at policy level meetings and conferences;
Consultant, Social Development Department for International Development (DfiD), Bangladesh (July -  August 2001:  As team member for the appraisal of Transparency International (Bangladesh), programme conducted a field review of TIBs programme of anti-corruption, Produced the social and gender Annex focusing on gender equity and poverty, participation and inclusion, rights and governance issues; 

Consultant, Social Development, Asian Development Bank Sundarban Biodiversity Conservation Project, Bangladesh (January - June 2001): Developed a gender mainstreaming strategy for the forestry department;. As member of the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) supported the community development programme in ensuring participation of women headed households and socially disadvantaged vulnerable groups; researched on "Gender Participation and Market Chain Analysis for Forest Products in the Sundarban Reserved Forest";
Consultant, Social Development, Conflict Development and Peace Network (August - October 2000): Researched and wrote conference report on “Critical Partnerships for Peace: Dynamic Collaborations in Conflict Situations";
Consultant, Commonwealth Secretariat, London (February - August 1993): Co-ordinated and organised a workshop held in Colombo, Srilanka, on legal awareness programmes in Asia and Africa. Wrote keynote paper on “state of the art”.
Consultant, Women in Development, The World Bank, Bangladesh, (1992): Provided programme support in designing and developing project components for the Female Secondary School Scholarship Programme including the public awareness programme on girl’s education among family and community, the girl student managed school-based water supply and sanitation programme and the scholarship programme for girl students.
AWARDS

· Received an MBE (Queen’s Honours List, 2017) in the diplomatic category for services on freedom of expression and access to information in Bangladesh;

· Awarded the Franco-German Prize (2016) for Human Rights and Rule of Law. Awarded for the first time, in 2016, jointly by Germany and France to human rights defenders from around the world, the prize honors the work of the recipients for demonstrating great civic courage in order to improve the protection of human rights in their respective countries; 
· Visiting Fellow, Transparency and Accountability in German Governance, Germany, Friedrich Naumann Foundation (2011)

· Macarthur/Bell Fellowship  (Harvard University, 1993-1994) Awarded  for a leadership progamme from a global list of nominees, to young professionals for their contribution in development and activism;

· Talent Pool Scholarship (Dhaka University 1981-85) - Awarded for outstanding results in the Higher Secondary Certificate Examinations toward the completion of Graduate Studies.

 International Conferences and Training
· Internet Governance Forum (IGF) Berlin, Germany November 25-29, 2019

· Conference on sustaining support for the Rohingya Refugee Response, 22 October 2020, Bangkok, Thailand
· Several visits to A19 Global Management Team (GMT) Meeting in London as Regional Director

· Speaker at the Human Rights Council for the pre-session on Bangladesh 3rd Cycle Periodic Review, Geneva April 2018
· Speaker at the Human Rights Council, session on Promoting Tolerance and Rabat Plan of Action, Geneva, 2017
· Speaker at the “Rabat Plus 5” symposium on “the prohibition of incitement to hatred: follow-up to the Rabat Plan of Action”, 6 - 7 December 2017, Rabat, Morocco
· Expert meeting hosted by the OHCHR’s Regional Office for the Middle East and North Africa (Beirut, 28-29 March 2017) on Rabat plus 5
· Workshop on Global Advocacy on Internet Governance (2014), Global Partners Digital, Cambridge University
· INTRAC training on project management, London (2012)

· Presentation of paper on the Role of Women Journalists in promoting RTI in Bangladesh, Goa, FES India (2010)
· Presentation of paper on the Implementation of RTI law in Bangladesh, World Press Freedom Day, Maldives, UNESCO (2010)
· Presentation of paper on RTI Law Implementation in Bangladesh, Transparent Governance in South Asia, New Delhi, India World Bank (2010)
· Training on RTI, Cape Town, South Africa, University of Cape Town and WBI (2010)
· Represented ARTICLE 19 at the UN Climate Change Conference, Copenhagen, ARTICLE 19 (2009)
· 3 day workshop on Access to Information and Communication for Policy Change, Philippines, World Bank, (2009)
· Represented ARTICLE 19  and Panel Speaker on RTI at the 3rd World ICT Conference, Hyderabad, India, UNESCO (2008)
· Delegate of the People’s Republic of  Bangladesh at the second Conference of State Parties on the UN Convention against Corruption  in Bali, Indonesia (2008)
· Represented Amnesty International Secretariat at Portugal ICM and other conferences in Ghana, Croatia and India (2006, 2007)
· Lead Water Aid discussions for setting up country operations in Pakistan, (2005).
· Presentation of paper on NGOs and Humanitarian Accountability at Conference on "NGO Rights and Responsibilities", Bandung, Indonesia, Ford Foundation (2003)
· Presentation of paper on accountability of humanitarian NGOs at HAP Conference on Humanitarian Accountability, Copenhagen, Denmark (2003)
· 3 day Oxfam International Regional Consultations on Humanitarian Assistance and Accountability, Manila, Philippines (2002)
· Represented Oxfam GB at UN Meetings for the Follow-Up of Beijing Platform of Action, New York (1998, 1999)
· Represented Oxfam GB at the Oxfam International Gender and Diversity Working Group Meetings in Boston USA, Netherlands and Belgium (1998,1999) 
· 3 day training on Project Management, Oxford, Oxfam (1998)
· 3 week French language course in Paris, France, Oxfam (1996)
· 3 week training of trainers on People Oriented Planning (POP), Geneva, UNHCR (1995) 

· Advisor to the Women’s Caucus on Reproductive Rights at the UN Prep Comm Meetings for International Convention on Population and Development, New York (1994) 
· 1 week Communication and writing skills, Dhaka, World Bank, (1992)

LANGUAGES


Fluent in English, Bangla, Urdu and Hindi; Basic French
NATIONALITY

Bangladeshi/British 
PUBLICATIONS, REPORTS and FUNDING PROPOSALS
	2021-2022

2019-2020
2012-2018

2008 - 2011
August- December 2007
November 2005-
August 2007

September, 2005
March 2004
March 2004
November 2003
October 2003

July 2001

February 2000

May 2000
May 2000

November 1999

August,  1999

June, 1999

May, 1999
	Investigating the implementation of the sexual harassment law in public universities using the right to information law ) (2022) https://blast.org.bd/content/publications/Research-Report_Bangla.pdf 
World Wide Web Foundation, Women’s Right Online Report Card Bangladesh (Measuring  progress, driving action), 2020: Digital-Gender-Audit-Scorecard-Bangladesh-Final-Sept-2020.pdf
Freedom of Expression in Bangladesh, Annual Report, 2017: https://www.article19.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/FoE-Report-2017-Final-Draft-02.05.2018-no-mark-up.pdf
Bangladesh UPR Submission, 2017: https://www.article19.org/resources/bangladesh-upr-submission-urges-action-on-free-expression-commitments/
Bangladesh National Human Rights Commission and Freedom of Expression, 2017

Pakistan UPR Submission 2017: https://www.article19.org/data/files/medialibrary/38704/Pakistan-Joint-Submission-A19,-IFEX,-PPF.pdf

Freedom of Expression in Bangladesh, Annual Report, 2016: https://www.thedailystar.net/politics/2016-repressive-bangladesh-press-freedom-expression-article19-1399861
Scoping study on open contracting in Bangladesh 2016:  https://hivos.org/sites/default/files/bangladesh_0.pdfRecently she led a.  

Freedom of Expression in Bangladesh, Annual Report, 2014: https://www.article19.org/data/files/medialibrary/37943/Bangladesh-FoE-Country-Report-2014.pdf
Freedom of Expression in Bangladesh, Annual Report, 2013

Bangladesh UPR Submission 2012
Proshnottore Tathya Adhikar, 2009 (FAQ on Right to Information) and Projonon Shystha and Tathya Adhikar, 2010 (Ensuring Reproductive Health through the Right to Information, (ARTICLE 19 Bangladesh Publications); 
RTI Law Implementation in Bangladesh: Taking it to the Next Phase (Indian Institute of Public Administration/ World Bank Institute Publication 2011, New Delhi.); Several ARTICLE 19 Reports;
“Gap Analysis: A Status Review of the Implementation of the United Nations Convention Against Corruption”; Lead Author and Coordinator, Institute of Governance Studies, A Government of Bangladesh, BRAC University and GTZ Publication, 2008, Dhaka.
Policy papers for  the International Executive Committee (IEC) of AI on  framework for partnership for growth, strategy for Philippines, Pakistan, Zambia etc; Quarterly Updates on sections and structures; Strategic Plans for Growth projects and Funding applications to the International Mobilisation Trust (IMT)
Programme and Policy Strategy, Water Aid, policy paper.

The Situation Of Women in Iraq Today; Challenges and Opportunities, A Women For Women International Paper. 
Research Protocol on the Status of Women in Iraq, One year After the War, A Women for Women International Research Project Design.

Proposal On Tools ands Methodologies on Humanitarian Accountability, A HAP International Proposal.
Beneficiary Based Accountability Action-Research,  Report, A HAP International Publication.
Gender and Social Analyses of Corruption In Bangladesh, A Dfid Bangladesh Report.

Critical Partnerships for Peace: Dynamic Collaborations in Conflict Situations, A CODEP report with Suzanne Fustukian.

Gender and Emergencies in South Asia. Article, in the India Disaster Report, Oxford University Publication.
Panel of Reviewer, India Disaster Report, Oxford University Publication.
Global Trends and Issues Relating to Gender Equity, Oxfam paper with Caroline Sweetman and Sarah Totterdell.
Gender Review of the Sphere Standards in Disaster Response, Oxfam Report with Debra Clifton.
Book Review of Gender and Forced Migration in ODI Relief and Rehabilitation Network quarterly publication.
Report of the 43rd meeting of the UN Commission for the Status of Women, Oxfam Report.

Gender Submissions for the Review of ECHO Mandate, Oxfam briefing note. 

	December, 1998

April, 1998 

November, 1998
	Gender and Diversity Mapping, 1998, Oxfam International Gender and Diversity Working Group Report. 

Paper for Council on the Ongoing Review of the Gender Work in Oxfam, Oxfam Paper with Chris Roche;

Gender Mapping, Oxfam Report with Fenella Porter and Sarah Davis.

	October, 1996

November, 1996

Issue 21, May 1996
	Review of Social Aspects of the Ngara Refugee Water Programme, Oxfam Report.
An Analyses of the Vulnerabilities and Capacities of the Refugee Affected Communities in Ngara District, Draft Oxfam Report.

Literacy for Refugee Women : A case study from Nepal. Article published in Refugee Participation Network;

	October 1995
December,1995

May, 1995
	Unpacking Social Development in Emergencies: A case study of Oxfam’s floods response in Bangladesh, Oxfam Report.
A Survey of the Status of Rohingya Refugee Women, Draft Oxfam Report
Evaluation of the Oxfam Bhutanese Refugee Support Programme, Oxfam Evaluation Report with Frances Rubin et al.

	July, 1994
	Estimating Resource Needs for Population Activities After Cairo. Report of the Workshop held at the Harvard Center for Population and Development Studies.

	August, 1993
	Strengthening Legal Literacy Programmes: The Way Forward. Keynote paper for workshop on Legal Awareness held in Colombo, Sri-Lanka, Commonwealth Secretariat, Human Rights Unit.

	Feb 1991-1993

December, 1992 
	World Bank Internal Reports on Public Awareness and WSS programmes for Female Secondary School Scholarship Project.
Alternative Report of NGOs in Bangladesh on the Implementation of United Nations Convention on Elimination of All forms of Discrimination Against Women, Report written with Hameeda Hossain, was presented to the UN Commission in Vienna.

	March 1991
	Mediation Technique, Co-authored with Adilur Rahman and Sara Hossain. Manual published by Madaripur Legal Aid Association, a national legal aid NGO.

	September 1990
	Report of ILO Seminar in New Delhi on self-employed Women for Ford Foundation, Dhaka.

	December 1989
	Report of Workshop on Mediation Techniques for the Asia Foundation.

	November,1988
April 1988
	Hindu law of Bangladesh Co-authored, research study, with Werner Menski in South Asia Research, Vol. 8, 
No. 2, A Journal of the School of Oriental and African studies, University of London.

Comparative Study of Hindu law in Bangladesh and India L.L.M dissertation.
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